Get Involved

Our Work

The PSBW offers many ways for
your conservation or environmental
organization to become a partner. Your
organization can contact the PSBW to
begin coordinating your organization’s
goals and initiatives to reach shared
goals. The experience of the PSBW
and its members can greatly assist your
efforts as you move forward.

Because of the PSBW’s relationships
with subwatershed organizations and
governmental entities it is positioned to
continue to expand its key partnerships
within the Saginaw Bay Watershed. The
PSBW desires to partner with local
conservation and environmental groups
to pursue common goals such as the
restoration of water quality. These goals
and the initiatives associated with them
are better accomplished through a
network of resources and people.

Another way to become a partner is
for members of your conservation or
environmental group to join the PSBW,
which benefits your local conservation
or environmental group by connecting
to an organization representing the
whole Saginaw Bay Watershed. If an even
greater level of involvement is desired,
the Partnership is actively looking for
board and committee members. These
board and committee members network
extensively with representatives from
other organizations and government
agencies. Members at this level are
involved in shaping the policy and
direction of restoration efforts in the
Saginaw Bay Watershed.
We look forward to talking with you.
Please visit www.psbw.org for more
information.

The PSBW can provide guidance
on funding sources and the grant
process. The PSBW can recommend
specific funding proposals that support
restoration of environmental conditions
to support BUI removals to federal, state,
and local funders funding proposals to
federal, state, and local funders like the
Environmental Protection Agency, the
Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality, and the Saginaw Bay Watershed
Initiative Network that invest in
improving water quality.
Dane Cramer, a regional biologist for
Ducks Unlimited, said,“Support from the
Partnership for habitat protection and
restoration projects helps organizations
such as Ducks Unlimited demonstrate
a need for conservation work to
potential funders.” He added that this
conservation work and funding “will
benefit a variety of local stakeholders.”
Several members of the Partnership
board are associated with various
governmental agencies and private
organizations and can be a beneficial
resource to your organization.
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About Us
The Partnership for the Saginaw Bay
Watershed (PSBW) was created in
1995 by members of the Saginaw
Basin Alliance and the Saginaw Bay
Watershed Council. The group was
formed in response to the designation
of the Saginaw Bay and the Saginaw
River as an Area of Concern by the
International Joint Commission in
1987. An Area of Concern (AOC) is
a specifically identified region along
the Great Lakes with water quality
problems and degraded environmental
conditions which are “likely to cause
impairment of beneficial use or of
the area’s ability to support aquatic
life.” The Saginaw River and Bay
AOC initially had 12 Beneficial Use
Impairments (BUIs). Through the
work of the Partnership and many
other organizations, two of these
original BUIs have been removed for
the Saginaw River and Bay AOC.
One of the PSBW board members
stated, “The PSBW is a local group that
pushes to restore environmental quality
and remove beneficial use impairments.
The Partnership works with many other
groups throughout the watershed to
achieve shared goals.”
The Partnership focuses on the Saginaw
River and Bay Area of Concern, which is
directly impacted by municipalities and
local communities in the Saginaw Bay
Watershed.
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Common Goals

Accomplishments

Your organization and the Partnership
may share many of the same priorities
regarding environmental issues, such as:

The Partnership for the Saginaw
Bay Watershed, along with other
organizations, has been actively involved
in the assessment and coordination of
the efforts to eliminate the Beneficial
Use Impairments in the Saginaw Bay
Watershed.

• Enhancing water quality of lakes
and streams
• Improving aesthetics of waterways
and beaches
• Protecting and improving fish and
wildlife populations
You or your organization may be
concerned with just one of these issues
or possibly more. Many of the Beneficial
Use Impairments of the Saginaw Bay and
River are far reaching. They can affect
the quality of life in the watershed.
The Partnership shares those goals and
has experience in finding solutions to a
variety of environmental impacts. It also
has assisted a number of entities in the
acquisition of funding for their projects.
The varied nature of impairments
affects a large and diverse community
of individuals and organizations. The
Partnership brings experience in
coordinating effective solutions.

Through collaborative efforts of many
organizations active in the watershed,
significant progress has been made
toward restoration goals for the
Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat BUI.
Restoration activities have focused on
protecting at least 60 percent of the
remaining coastal wetlands.
These lands are preserved through public
ownership or conservation easements,
which are voluntary agreements with
landowners. A 2001 report estimated
that 20 to 30 percent of targeted
wetlands had been protected. In 2008
a status assessment showed that about
58 percent of these lands had been
protected. Since then groups continued
to protect coastal wetlands. The most
recent analysis (2012) shows that
more than 60 percent of these coastal
wetlands have been protected.
Many organizations have contributed to
this success such as: Ducks Unlimited,
The Nature Conservancy, Saginaw Bay
Watershed Initiative Network, land
conservancies and many others. The
PSBW coordinates with many of these
organizations to update information
and assessments and acquire funding to
implement restoration projects.

